APSE-MO

Board Meeting Minutes

March 18, 2008 (Called to order 1pm)
Board Member Attendees: Trina Almond, Lori Pace, Maureen Alexander, Christy Coslett, Kathy Smith, Darla Wilkerson, Jerald Marshall, Chas Nickolaus, Jackie White, Missy Johns, Tom McVeigh,

Ex-officio Board Member Attendees: Wendy Hays, Nancy Nickolaus
Guests:  Becky Greening, Life Skills; John Harper, VR
Board Members Absent:  Johanna Wortman, Scott Harris, Ron Berg, Rob Hoffman, LaDonna Williams

Money Follows Person Grant Presentation:

Julie Ousley with the Division of MRDD explained to the board some of the specifics of the Money Follows the Person Grant program.  See attached notes from presentation. 
Introductions

Trina introduced the new board member, Christy Coslett.  Christy has been appointed to fill the position that was vacated by Kip Kendrick.  Board members introduced themselves to guests in attendance.  
Officer Reports


Secretary:

● Minutes from October’s meeting were presented for approval.  Missy motioned to approve, Darla 2nd, minutes approved.
● Minutes from December’s meeting were presented for approval.  Jerald motioned to approve, Jackie 2nd, minutes approved. 

Treasurer:



● $14,494.35 in UMB checking



● $ 6,410.66 in Irwin Bank (Savings)



● Day on the Hill remaining funds total $396.69



● Missy passed around check register and summaries of expenses for
 approval.  Expenses reported were $500 deposit to Isle of Capri, $200 deposit for Joel (magician at the Summit), $53 supplies.  Missy reported the registers do not reflect any deposits for Pro Day.



●  Discussed needing to move money from checking to savings after the

 

conference.  All agreed that this issue should be looked at in the fall.


● Tom motioned to approve treasurer’s report from December, as well as

 

the one from this meeting.  Lori 2nd, reports approved.
Committee Reports
Nominating Committee

● Jackie White reported that she needs to resign from the board.  Trina also

 reported that she has had no contact from Johanna, so this creates 2 open

 positions on the board.  

● Nancy suggested that the board talk to People First or the Independent Living

 Centers for possible recommendations for board members who have a disability

 to serve on the board.  Trina stated we also need to make sure we have

 representation from across the state.  

● Darla suggested that since we were planning on discussing strategic planning at the retreat, the board should consider holding off on recruitment of new board members until after the retreat.  That way, we know the direction we are moving in & what personnel needs we have to reach those goals.  This was agreed on by all in attendance and turned into a motion by Darla, with a second by Tom, all approved.
● After brief discussion, Lori made a motion to pay for Nancy Nickolaus’ National Membership due to the services she provides as webmaster.  Jerald 2nd the motion, all approved.

● Discussed what the requirements were for people to be ex-officio board members, ie: responsibilities, length of term, contributions to the board, and membership requirements.  It was suggested that guidelines needed to be established & should be discussed further at the retreat.

Membership Report
●  Kathy Smith reported that she saw in the last minutes that she was not showing

 as a member, however, she has received membership notification.  She stated that

 she wonders if she is listed as a member of the KS chapter, as she used her home

 address.  Lori will email Betsy to see if Kathy’s membership can be moved to

 MO.
● Currently, MO has 84 members & are not showing any associate members.  We have 6 organizational memberships, which include ACT, Life Skills, RCEP, St Louis Arc, Jackson Co Board of Services, and Dept of Veteran Affairs.

● Lori reported that we have 23 members whose membership will expire over the

 
next 3 months.  Chas stated he would contact Donna Borgmeyer with the Gov. 
Council and Sharon Smith with MO Planning Council.  Jerald will contact Cindy
 Miller (St Lukes) & St Louis Arc (has 6 members expiring). Darla will contact 
Kelly Sloan (Jewish Voc Services).  Kathy stated she would contract Veteran 
Affairs (as their org. membership is due), Marcia Tammeus, and Karen Thompson
 (TRI). Maureen stated she would contact Mary Carthen (Jackson Co Board), 
Susan Herrin (The Whole Person) and Teresa Nianga (VR).  Lori with contact
 Tammy Casey with MO Career Center.  Missy stated she would contact Lovie
 Oelklaus (Warren Co Handicapped Services).  Tom stated he would contact
 Gerry Williams and Trina said she would try to contact Johanna Wortman at 
Willows Way. 

● Lori reported that both Scott Harris and Ron Berg are both showing as not

 
having current memberships.  Trina will contact both.

● Nancy put together a display board which all agreed looked very professional.

 
Nancy has requested current pictures and success stories from all board members.

 
The display board that was being used for Pro Day is on loan.  Discussed needing

 
to purchase a board of our own.  Darla made a motion to approve $650 for Trina

 
to investigate and purchase a display board.  Maureen 2nd the motion, all 

approved. 

● A discussion took place regarding outdated information on the web page. 
 
Nancy stated that she would be happy to update issues, but she was not sure what
 
items were approved to put on the website.  It was agreed that any changes that
 
were needed should be sent to Nancy and she would post them to the website.  It

 
was also discussed that rather than putting current action plans on the website, we

 
should wait until after the retreat to put the new action plans on the website.
● The idea of hosting a holiday mixer during the December meeting was briefly

 discussed.  This is an idea that membership committee will discuss and present

 ideas at the next board meeting.

● Trina asked if anyone had suggestions for recipients of the 4 free memberships from National for individuals who have a disabilities or family members.  Please let her know if you have anyone who is interested.  
● Darla informed the group that Issues Forum has table space available for APSE to provide membership information.  It was agreed that we would bring membership applications and Save the Date flyers to Issues Forum.
● Maureen stated that she had spoken with MRA and they are willing to trade booth space with APSE free of charge.  It was suggested that any APSE members attending MRA to contact Trina to schedule who would set up the booth.

● Lori presented a promotional organizational flyer that Darla had created.  There were a few typos noted, but overall the board agreed that we should be promoting organizational membership.  Lori will work on developing a list to mail information packets to.
Training Report


Summit
● Reviewed and discussed training grid for the Summit.  Right now, training committee is looking for a keynote speaker for the 14th.  Anyone with suggestions should email thoughts to Missy or Nancy.
● John Harper from VR talked about the Dartmouth presentation, which will be on evidence based outcomes.  He stated we could go to dms.dartmouth.edu/prc to learn more.
● Missy reported we have paid $500 deposit for conference room reservation and $200 deposit for Joel Myers (closing keynote).  She stated that the training committee still needs to set a date to make food selections.
● Nancy reported that the training committee is looking at doing a scavenger hunt/ poker run as the entertainment.  The casino has stated they will assist with prizes.

●Missy reported that room reservations need to be made by July 20th to get the cheap rate.  Room rates are $59 per night and we will get a free room for every 20 reserved.  Right now, we have 30 non-smoking rooms reserved, 10 smoking rooms, 5 queen smoking, and 5 king smoking.

● Requests were made for assistance with soliciting for booths for Thursday ($40) and sponsorships ($250).  Trina stated that she would write a letter to RCEP and to the Council to request sponsorship.

● Training committee will be having a conference call on 5/2 from 9:30a-11:30a to discuss additional needs for the summit.  All are welcome to join the conference call.  Nancy will schedule and send out information as soon as it is available.

Pro Day

● Missy reported that we have 70 people registered for the event.  10 are board members & 60 are other.  Missy provided Lori with a list of attendees to use as a reference of non-members to target for membership.

● Nancy reported that she has 50 free parking tickets to be handed out on a first come, first serve basis.

● All board members attending were asked to join the speakers for a boxed lunch in the conference room

Retreat

● Maureen needs for all board members to contact her & let her know whether or not you will need a room.  Trina will follow up with board members not in attendance to see whether or not they will be attending retreat.

● It was decided to have a light lunch of sandwiches and then breakfast on the 2nd day.  

● Discussed that we will be having the gentleman from Columbia (Jerry Wade) facilitating the retreat.  There was a discussion as to the pros and cons of having someone who is not familiar with our field to facilitate.  Everyone agreed that we need to look at our current practices & see if there are any that need to be changed while attending the retreat.
● Trina asked all to review the Minnesota Organizational Plan 

(Employment First) prior to the retreat.
Public Policy
● Trina stated that Rob had presented ACRE to the VR/CRP Team on 3/10/08.  Rob proposed that VR support requiring providers to have ACRE participation.  This appeared to be well received by the team.
● The first event for Day on the Hill in Feb. was postponed to 3/6.  Trina and Scott attended and said that the workshops had a huge lobby at the capitol.  Trina & Scott ran into many confrontations with legislators regarding the white paper on supporting community based employment

●  The 2nd event will be March 26.  Trina, Wendy, and Missy plan to attend.  Trina will work with Wendy on reworking the White Paper for Day on the Hill to focus more on looking at barriers to community employment. 

●  Discussed that the grass roots effort that Marf headed to increase VR rates did not pass, but we may still be able to get something approved in the Senate.  We do have a COLA in the budget, but are seeking an additional match.  A sample letter of support will be drafted and emailed to APSE members by Friday.  It is encouraged that all members support Marf & this action by personalizing the letter and flooding email boxes of senators on Tuesday at noon.
● Discussed that the proposed Division name change from MRDD is somewhat being considered a dead issue due to the House filibustering it.  
Old Business
● It was decided via email that we should cover the cost of the gas for the ex-offenders who are participating the in the simulation.  Missy motioned to approve giving $200 to Steve (organizer) to distribute to ex-offenders.  Darla 2nd, approved.
● It was decided via email that Chaz & Trina would represent our chapter as the delegates for national APSE. 
New Business
● Trina asked if anyone had submitted any entries for the national awards this year.  She would like to submit from our chapter and volunteered to assist anyone in writing nominations.
Next Board Meeting Scheduled:
June 3rd & 4th (RETREAT)
Location: Port Arrowhead at the Lake of the Ozarks
Motion at 4:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted By:  Lori Pace, Secretary   

